THE   NEW   MONGOLIA

places the mask on his head, and starts his leaping,
twisting, writhing dance. Then, when he has worked
himself into a trance-like ecstasy and collapses on the
terrace, the newly fledged lamas go up to him, one
after another, and he tells them, in an unearthly voice,
what thek future is going to be. The young lamas
do not understand the prophet's broken, guttural
words, and the prophecy has to be interpreted to them
by the chief lama of the monastery.

After ordination the fate of the young lamas is
entirely in the hands of the Lama Church, which
alone can confer on them the coveted rank of ghebji^
which would enable them to reach Nkvana by becom-
ing saints immediately after their death, without any
further reincarnations.

On the other hand, a lama may leave the monastery
at any time and engage in any civil occupation he
chooses, though he is never absolved from his vows
and'must remain a celibate. Later, if he so desires,
he can return to the monastery, but not necessarily
to the one which he has left; any other monastery will
gladly accept him. The vow of celibacy is only can-
celled when a lama is the only surviving male member
of his family.

At the time of ordination great care is taken that
young men who have some obligation to the State
should not be accepted into the priesthood and thus
escape the obligation* For instance, according to the
present laws all Mongolians between the ages of
eighteen and sixty are liable to military service, and
men between these ages are not ordained at the